
 

 

 

 

AP Lit Summer Reading Assignment 

1. Join our google classroom (code: vgc6u3) and complete the letter of introduction. 

2. Read the packet with your parents/guardians. Both of you should sign and return this to Mrs. Warren (room 

121) by June 7, 2019. 

3. Choose one book that you have not read off of the summer reading list (attached) and complete the summer 

reading assignment (below). This list has been chosen based on the books most frequently used on the AP 

Literature Exam.  

Specific requirements: 

The summer reading assignment will be due on the first week of school and graded in the Academic Assessments 

category of your grade. Thorough, thoughtful, and reflective responses to the following prompts are to be provided. In 

order to earn the highest grade, students should complete all of the following requirements carefully and completely. 

After the assignment, in parentheses, is the common core standard each question or prompt correlates to.  

1. Identify one passage that you feel is emblematic of the author’s style. Copy it, annotate it, and write a minimum one page essay 

identifying the author’s style and analyzing how it develops a major theme in the novel. (RL 3) This will be due the Friday we return 

from summer. 

2. Write a minimum one page response that identifies one literary device the author frequently uses (similes, metaphors, symbols, 

etc) and explain how it leads to a deeper understanding of the work as a whole.  Give at least two examples. (RL 4) This will be due 

the Friday we return from summer. 

3. Be prepared to write a timed essay on your novel the first week of school. This means that you will need to have a physical copy of 

the novel.  

4. Know the definitions for and be able to identify examples of the literary terms on page 5. Be prepared for a multiple choice quiz 

the first week of school. 

5. Fill out the practice AP Lit Exam multiple choice questions. This will be due on the first day of school. 

  

Name:         

Per:         

Date:         



04 June 2019 

Dear Future AP Lit Students and Families, 

Welcome to Advanced Placement Literature! I am excited to have you in class next year and to grow and learn with you. 

First, I’d like to introduce myself to those who do not know me. My name is Mrs. Warren and I have been a teacher and coach in the 

North Santiam School District since 2008. I started my career teaching seventh grade Language Arts and coaching eighth grade 

volleyball at Stayton Middle School. In 2013 I transferred to Stayton High School, where I have coached both soccer and softball. I 

grew up in Salem and attended South Salem High School, where I earned International Baccalaureate certificates in English and 

History. I started college at Seattle University, but transferred to Linfield College and graduated with a degree in English Literature. I 

received my Masters of Arts in Teaching from Western Oregon University in 2008. 

I want to congratulate you on choosing to challenge yourself in an Advanced Placement class, and tell you a little bit about 

the AP Program. AP is regulated by The College Board (the same group that proctors the PSATs and SATs). AP Literature is typically a 

class taken senior year of high school, so you are taking an advanced class a year earlier that most people do! It is designed to mirror 

the curriculum of an English Literature class at the college level, and as such is both reading and writing intensive. AP Exams are 

taken the first two weeks of May every year and are created and proctored by the College Board. The AP Lit Exam consists of 55 

multiple choice questions to be answered in one hour and three essays to be written in two hours. The majority of our assessments 

in AP Lit are designed to mimic the AP Lit Exam, meaning that you will complete roughly 12-15 timed essays throughout the year, on 

prompts or passages you have not seen beforehand. My goal is for you to be so used to doing timed essays that by the time you get 

to the AP Exam, they no longer cause you anxiety or stress.  

Unlike Honors 1 and 2, the AP Curriculum does not closely mirror English 3. While we read two of the same texts (The Great 

Gatsby and The Crucible), we will also read Shakespeare and texts of literary merit from America and across Europe. Reading will 

take place mostly outside of class; it is important that you read actively and analytically, not just for content. Getting on Sparknotes 

the period before the reading is due will be a detriment not only to your understanding, but also to our classwork and discussion. 

As you come back in the fall, you should be prepared for intensive reading, writing, and speaking. As this is essentially a 

college course, you will be responsible for your own learning. While I am here to guide you through texts and help you practice skills, 

this course truly belongs to the students. If you do not participate, fail to complete your assigned readings on time, or fail to actively 

read, ultimately you are the one who will suffer as a result. AP courses require students who are intrinsically motivated, able to 

organize their time wisely, and earnestly want to learn. If you are concerned that maybe this class isn’t for you, please let your 

counselor know on (or before) photo/locker day. 

I am asking that each of you write a short letter to me, explaining why you want to take AP Lit and analyzing yourself as a 

critical reader, writer, thinker, and student, including any information it may be important for me to know. Your letter should be 

typed in MLA format and turned into google classroom by June 9. 

Please let me know if you have any questions. The best way to contact me during the summer is via email. Have a 

wonderful summer vacation! 

Laura Warren 

Laura.Warren@nsantiam.k12.or.us 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- ------ 

Parents and students:  Please sign below to indicate you have read the letter above. Return to Mrs. Warren by June 9th, 2017. 

 

Student Name:              

Student Signature            

Parent/Guardian Signature:             

mailto:Laura.Warren@nsantiam.k12.or.us


AP Lit Summer Reading List 

Parents, please make sure you are comfortable with the text your student has chosen. Some texts have mature content. 

There are brief descriptions available of each text on amazon.com. If your student would like to read and analyze a 

different text, they must get it cleared through me. Next to each text, in parentheses, is the number of times it has been 

used on the AP Literature Exam since 1971. Some texts have been omitted because they were/will be taught in Honors II 

or AP Lit. Please do not choose a text you’ve already read.

Ellison, Ralph The Invisible Man (26) 

Bronte, Emily Wuthering Heights (20) 

Dickens, Charles Great Expectations (18) 

Shakespeare, William King Lear (17) 

Dostoevski, Fyodor Crime and Punishment (16) 

Bronte, Charlotte Jane Eyre (16) 

Twain, Mark The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn (15) 

Melville, Herman Moby Dick (15) 

Joyce, James Portrait of an Artist as a Young Man (14) 

Hawthorne, Nathaniel The Scarlet Letter (13) 

Hurston, Zorah Neale Their Eyes Were Watching God (13) 

Heller, Joseph Catch 22 (12) 

Chopin, Kate The Awakening (12) 

Melville, Herman Billy Budd (11) 

Silko, Leslie Marmon Ceremony (11) 

Faulkner, William  A Light In August (11) 

Faulkner, William As I Lay Dying (10) 

Morrison, Toni Beloved (10) 

Walker, Alice The Color Purple (10) 

Williams, Tennessee The Glass Menagerie (10) 

Wright, Richard Native Son (10) 

Morrison, Toni Songs of Solomon (10) 

Williams, Tennessee A Streetcar Named Desire (10) 

Miller, Arthur Death of a Salesman (9) 

Forester, E.M. A Passage to India (9) 

Hansberry, Lorraine A Raisin in the Sun (9) 

McCarthy, Cormac All the Pretty Horses (8) 

Tolstoy, Leo Anna Karenina (8) 

Anaya, Rudolfo Bless Me, Ultima (8) 

Voltaire Candide (8) 

Steinbeck, John The Grapes of Wrath (8) 

Hardy, Thomas Jude the Obscure (8) 

Sinclair, Upton The Jungle (8) 

James, Henry Portrait of a Lady (8) 

Morrison, Toni Sula (8) 

Beckett, Samuel Waiting for Godot (8) 

Paton, Alan Cry, the Beloved Country (7) 

Warren, Robert Penn All the King’s Men (7) 

Wharton, Edith Ethan Frome (7) 

Conrad, Joseph Lord Jim (7) 

Flaubert, Gustave Madame Bovary (7) 

Hardy, Thomas The Mayor of Casterbridge (7) 

Austen, Jane Pride and Prejudice (7) 

Faulkner, William The Sound and the Fury (7) 

Hemingway, Ernest The Sun Also Rises (7) 

Shakespeare, William The Tempest (7) 

Hardy, Thomas Tess of D’Ubervilles (7)

 

Texts in bold have at least one copy available in the SHS library; make sure to thank Mrs. Dyer! 

  



Formatting: 

Please format your assignment according to MLA (Modern Language Association) Standards. This means Times New 

Roman size 12 font, 1 inch margins, and double spaced. The header on the first page only should be your name, teacher 

name, class name, and date in MLA format (date month year: note the lack of commas please). If you include a title to 

your project, it should be centered on the page, with the same formatting considerations. Assignment titles are not 

bolded, underlined, italicized, or a different size. 

Here is an example of a header: 

Kalie Harper 

Mrs. Warren 

AP Lit 

22 April 2015 

Summer Reading Project 

Please be sure to cite your quotes using parenthetical in text citations; this is how you’ve learned to cite in English 1 and 

2. Here is an example: While exploring a new area, the father describes the fear they felt by saying, “the boy hung on to 

his hand. He was terrified” (McCarthy 107). Please note the punctuation, as it is important.  

*For a play, instead of using the author’s last name and page number, it is Act.Scene.Lines. Here is an example: 

Macbeth’s guilt causes him to imagine a voice crying out, “Sleep no more! Macbeth doth murder sleep” (2.2.32-33). 

Things to watch out for: 

 Avoid making a value judgment without adding literary analysis.  Please do not include things like “I like or 

dislike…”; “This is one of my favorite…”; “This is a good example…” without giving an explanation or literary 

analysis. 

 

 Avoid including quotes with no analysis. 

 

 Avoid generic “book report” type statements: “This book was great”; “This book changed the way I look at 

things”; “This book was enjoyable”. These sentences do not mean anything in terms of analysis; they are filler 

statements that do not show any deeper understanding of the literature. 

 

 Quotes should never be longer than their analysis. If you find a quote that is four lines long, you should be able 

to include at least four lines of analysis at the bare minimum. Be selective of your quote choices and how long 

they are. 

 

 Make sure to introduce quotes with context: who is saying it, what is happening, who are they talking to, etc. 

Remember that the author is rarely the one speaking; it is almost always the narrator. Lead-ins should be a part 

of the sentence with the quote. For example: After reading the letter from her husband about the weird sisters’ 

prophecies, Lady Macbeth says, “Take my milk for gall, you murdering ministers” (1.5.49). 

 

 



 

 

 

Grading Rubric 

Please staple this to the front of your Summer Reading Homework and turn in the first Friday we return. Do not lose 

this rubric. 

Standard I can… Needs Improvement (5/6) Meets (7/8) Exceeds (9/10) Score 

RL 11-12.3 (Author’s Style) 
Analyze the impact of the 
author’s choices regarding 
how to develop and relate 
elements of a story or drama 
(e.gg, where a story is set, how 
the action is ordered, how the 
characters are introduced and 
developed). 
 

 I can identify the 
author’s stylistic 
choices and 
analyze what 
makes his or her 
writing unique. 

 Does not identify 
author’s style or 
does so incorrectly. 

 Attempts to identify 
author’s style but 
may miss an 
important aspect or 
stylistic choice; 
analysis may be 
overly broad. 

 Author’s style is 
identified and 
analysis of passage 
clearly supports 
claim. 

 
 
 
             /10 

RL 11-12.4 (Literary Device 
Analysis) 
Determine the meaning of 
words and phrases as they are 
used in the text, including 
figurative and connotative 
meanings; analyze the impact 
of specific word choice on 
meaning and tone, including 
words with multiple meanings 
or language that is particularly 
fresh, engaging, or beautiful.  
 

 I can identify and 
analyze the 
author’s use of 
literary devices. 

 Does not identify 
literary devices or 
identifies them 
incorrectly.  

 Attempts to identify 
literary devices but 
analysis is overly 
broad or partially 
incorrect; evidence 
supports literary 
device, but possibly 
not analysis. 

 Literary device is 
identified correctly 
and thoughtful 
analysis given to 
author’s use; 
evidence enhances 
analysis. 

 
 
 
 
             /10 

RL/RI 11-12.1d Establish and 
maintain a formal style and 
objective tone while attending 
to the norms and conventions 
of the discipline in which they 
are writing. 
 
 

 I can write 
following the 
rules of 
conventions. 

 
 
 
  I can write 

maintaining an 
academic tone. 

 Conventions errors 
make impede 
readability.  

 
 
 
 
 Tone shifts between 

academic and 
informal frequently. 

  Conventions are 
generally correct, 
with some errors 
that impede 
readability.  

 
 
 Academic tone is 

consistent, with few 
slips into informal 
tone that do not 
detract from the 
overall reading. 

 There are no 
conventions errors 
or so few that it does 
not detract from the 
readability of the 
essay.  

 
 Academic tone is 

maintained 
consistently, with no 
colloquialisms. 
Academic language 
is always used. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
             /10 
 

 

  

Name:         

Per:         

Date:         



Be sure to identify the literary definitions; for example, when looking for the definition of “concrete” you do not want to 

include “a heavy or rough building material made from sand.” Do not just know the definitions; you should be able to 

apply them and identify examples as well. 

Some helpful websites are http://literarydevices.net/ and  http://www.ohio.edu/people/hartleyg/ref../abrams_mh.pdf 

(a pdf file of Abrams’s A Glossary of Literary Terms, 7th edition, a definitive dictionary of all literary terms. If you are 

planning on pursing English in college, I’d strongly recommend purchasing a copy of this book) 

 abstract      

 allegory       

 allusion       

 ambiguity       

 analogy       

 anecdote      

 antagonist       

 archetype       

 atmosphere      

 ballad  

 bildungsroman       

 characterization (internal and external)    

 climax        

 concrete       

 conflict        

 connotation       

 denotation       

 denouement       

 dialect        

 diction        

 dramatic irony       

 epic        

 euphemisms      

 exposition       

 extended metaphor      

 falling action       

 farce        

 figurative language      

 flashback      

 foil       

 foreshadow 

 genre 

 hyperbole 

 iambic pentameter  

 imagery 

 irony 

 juxtaposition 

 litotes 

 lyric poem 

 metaphor 

 metafiction 

 metonymy 

 mood  

 narrator 

 onomatopoeia 

 oxymoron 

 paradox 

 pastoral 

 personification 

 persuasion 

 plot  

 point of view 

 protagonist 

 realism 

 repetition 

 resolution 

 satire 

 setting 

 simile 

 situational irony 

 sonnet 

 symbol 

 synecdoche 

 syntax 

 theme 

 tone 

 understatement 

 verbal irony 

 verisimilitude 

http://literarydevices.net/
http://www.ohio.edu/people/hartleyg/ref../abrams_mh.pdf

